                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF CLIFTON HAMPDEN, 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON 25th  April 2022
	
	Present:	Chris Neill (Chair), Penny Hill and Rob Hollins.




	
	Apologies: Jaqi Mason and Glen Pereira and Cllr Robin Bennett (OCC)
Also Present: Cllr Sam Casey Rerhaye (SODC)

	
	Public Participation
12 Members of the public and 2 representatives of the company making the Solar Farm application.

	1
	Minutes
The Council confirmed the minutes of the meeting on 28th March 2022.


	2
	Interests
None.

	
	

	3
	Public Participation
The Solar farm applicants introduced their application. They were then invited to answer questions put to them by members of the public.
Q Has there been any increase in hedging?
A No
Q There is concern about the level of noise from the battery storage units – are there any noise measurements bearing in mind that the land abuts residential properties?
A Noise is not continuous, and only perceptible at peak power. The applicants will try to send details of similar sites that could be visited.
Q 70% od South Oxfordshire is Green belt – why are the developers not looking at sites in the remaining 30% that is not green belt?
Q Any comments on the 48 fires from battery storage, including the recent fire in Liverpool?
Q Have the developers factored in a potential increase in the price of lithium?
Q The Chairman observed that the Parish believed that the calculation of the proposed Community benefit was flawed.
Q Where are the solar panels manufactured/
A Holland and China
Q The Parish Council does not believe that the application has demonstrated the special circumstances needed for development in the Green belt
Q Will the site be lit?
A No
Q What access is proposed
A From the A415 – a new access plan is being prepared
Q What bio diversity gains are proposed/
A New hedgerows, wildflowers and fencing to keep the deer out.
Q Is there a noise assessment that has been carried out on site?
A No the assessment was desk based.
Q What are the proposed mitigation to maintain the openness of the Green belt -bth visual and spatial
Q Is there another electricity substation in the country that can accept electricity on the scale proposed by this application/
A Yes

Jubilee celebration
The Parish Council agreed to make a grant of £1500 towards the cost of the Jubilee celebrations. It was reported that a local fireworks company had offered a free display, but, in view of concerns in the village about noise from this company it was agreed that the offer should be refused.


	4
	NDO
Ongoing.

	5
	Recreation Ground committee
The basket swing is broken – there has been an offer to attempt to fix it, which was accepted. The Parish Council also agreed to pay the account from Gigaclear to connect the scout hut to the internet.

	6
	Village Hall
The Council agreed to purchase 50 new chairs for the Village hall, and consider the cost of installing safety lighting in the car park.

	7
	Finance
The Parish Council approved the following payments:-
Cheque number              Payee                      Reason                             Amount 





	
	300067                       Mrs A Davies              cl salary                                  153.07
300068                       HMRC                          cl tax                                       36.00 
300069                       CH Sports                   refund                                   2093.44
300070                      O Bowden                     cleaner                                   67.50
300071                      SODC                        dog bins                                  107.64
300072                      jubilee ctee                grant                                      1500.00



	8
	Planning 
P22/S1579/FUL
E1/1.74, Property Unit Culham Science Centre near Clifton Hampden OX14 3DB
Construction of a support facility including research and development floorspace with associated landscaping.

P22/S1410/FUL
Land in the North East Corner of Culham Science Centre near Clifton Hampden OX14 3DB
Erection of a Fusion Demonstration Plant with ancillary office space, parking, landscaping and associated infrastructure, including plant and machinery.

P22/S1409/FUL
Land west of Middle Way Culham Science Centre near Clifton Hampden OX14 3DB
Erection of three temporary buildings


	9
	HIF1
Regulation 21 information is awaited from OCC. There is a need to receive an update on the deliberations of the cabinet Advisory group.

	10
	High Street
The Clerk will contact OCC should enforcement of the traffic regulations be required.
Yellow Lines have been repainted and signage has been erected.

	11
	Footpaths and Cycleways
The Parish Council has taken Counsel’s advice, and this has formed the response to OCC on the report into the footpath claim at the lock.
The Council will investigate the current costs of VAS signs 

	12
	FOI request
A response will be submitted to the Information Commissioner before 12th May.

	13
	Support for Ukrainian refugees
Three families have offered to host Ukrainian refugees.

	14
	Any Other Business
There will be a cycling event through the village in June.

	15
	Date of Next Meeting
23rd May 2022 Annual Parish Meeting 25th May 2022.



