MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF CLIFTON HAMPDEN, 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON 24th JULY 2023

	
	Present:	Glenn Pereira (Chair) Suzanne Neave (Vice Chair) Nick Fielding, Christine McCulloch and (from Item 34) Paul Schenk.

	
	Apologies: Marc Juffkins, Sam Casey Rerhaye (SODC) 
Also Present: Cllr Robin Bennet (OCC) 

	
	Public Participation
24 Members of the public 

	32
	Minutes
The Council confirmed the minutes of the meeting on 26th June 2023.

	33
	Interests
None.

	34
	Co-option
The Council agreed unanimously to co-opt Paul Schenk onto the Parish Council.

	35
	Public Participation
A resident introduced the latest planning application;-
P23/S2095/FUL
Land west of Burcot Farm Burcot Farm Burcot OX14 3GW
Installation of battery energy storage scheme together with associated infrastructure; access; fencing; CCTV; and on-site biodiversity net gain.
He explained to the meeting that, although the proposed site was smaller than the original application for a solar farm, plans as submitted still showed solar panels. He was concerned at the height of the lithium batteries, the proposed connectivity into the national grid, and the potential fire risk and consequent danger to the village. Following discussion the Parish Council agreed to object to the application.

Members of the public also questioned councillors declaration of Interests forms and the Clerk explained that they will be displayed on SODC’s website, with a link to that of the village.

A member noted that residents were not made aware of a demonstration against the HIF1 planning application which was planned for the day on which it was considered by OCC’s planning committee and not encouraged to attend the meeting and possibly address the committee. It was explained that the information regarding the demonstration was received late, and it was explained that OCC’s public speaking rules were limited and this was reflected by the speakers.


	36
	Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Bennett reported on recent OCC activities, and discussed the options of a 20mph application for the Parish. He also reported the decision of the OCC Planning Committee to refuse the OCC Highways application for HIF1.

	37
	Matters arising from the minutes.
Cllr McCulloch reported that she had obtained a quote to renovate the wooden bus shelter in Burcot, in the sum of £1219.97, to include cleaning and re-staining the structure. It was suggested that the retaining wall behind the seat opposite the bus shelter should also be repaired. The Parish Council  agreed both the remedial work to the bus shelter, and to seek advice on work required to the retaining wall.
Cllr McCulloch also reported that the bus shelter in Clifton Hampden required more extensive repair, and possibly a complete reconstruction, and she was still awaiting a quote for this.
It was reported that Oxford Road residents will be meeting OCC Highway Engineers on 17th August to discuss road safety concerns. The Chairman agreed to attend.

	38
	Neighbourhood Development plan
Minutes between the Parish Council and the NDO and NP Steering groups have been finalised and are (or will be) posted on the PC/SG website sections.
Cllr Neave reported that, having considered in details the proposals for the Neighbourhood Development Plan and received procedural advice from SODC (including options to prepare a design code as part of the process, and options to make changes to the Plan as the process proceeds), she recommended to the Parish Council that the examination by the Inspector appointed by SODC should now proceed. 
She also advised the Parish that Cllr Juffkins, in a written update, had confirmed that there was increasing clarity in the provisions of the Neighbourhood Development Order, and the Parish Council could now end the current pause to the process on 26th July and authorize SODC to instruct the Examiner to proceed.
The Parish Council agreed unanimously to instruct the Clerk to advise SODC that both processes could now be recommenced, as from 26th July 2023.
The Parish Council ratified the extension of the pause of the Examination of the NDO and NDP Plans for a further 3 weeks to 26th July..
In view of the current stage of both the NDP and NDO processes, the Chairman proposed an amendment to the terms of reference of the Steering group, confirming that its role would now be essentially advisory, and clarifying that dialogue between the Inspector and SODC would now be directly with the Parish Council (via the Clerk). The Parish Council would then take advice as necessary from the Steering group and any queries raised. 

	39
	Finance
The Council also authorized the following payments:-

	
	Cheque number    
	Payee
	Reason 
	Amount

	
	300155
	HMRC
	Cl tax
	£39.60

	
	300156
	Mrs A Davies
	Cl salary and exp
	£171.40

	
	300157
	O Bowden
	cleaner
	£47.25

	
	300158
	Clifton Hampden Village hall
	Room hire
	£240.00

	
	The Clerk was asked to look into opening a savings account, in view of the amount of the  balance held in the Unity Trust Current Account.

	40
	Planning Consultations.
P23/S2383/HH
2 Rosemary Cottages Burcot OX14 3DN
Two storey rear extension and single storey extension to porch on front elevation.
No objection
P23/S2234/FUL
Culham Science Centre near Clifton Hampden OX14 3DB
Erection of a containerised laboratory, ancillary plant structures, associated fencing and access for a temporary period of up to four years.
No objection.
P23/S2128/DIS
Culham Science Centre Nursery & Preschool Culham Science Centre near Clifton Hampden OX14 3DB
Discharge of condition 11(Bat Emergence Survey) on application P22/S1579/FUL (Construction of a support facility including research and development floorspace with associated landscaping).
No objection

	41
	Recreation ground
The Parish Council agreed to renew and standardize the signs on the Recreation Ground and renew the noticeboard.

	42
	Welcome to the Village
The Parish Council agreed to set up a working group to develop ideas to welcome newcomers to the parish.

	43
	Village Hall
The Village hall Committee is investigating improvements to the Village hall to increase disability access, including  provision of a hearing loop.

	44
	HIF1
The Parish Council noted that the OCC Planning Committee had refused the application for a bypass and new bridge over the Thames, and thanked the Chair of Appleford Parish Council for his work on their behalf. The PC also thanked Chris Neill for his extensive work on this issue during the last two years and thanked Nick for his contribution and performance at the meeting.
The Council noted that a bypass of Clifton Hampden was still necessary, in view of extensive development in Didcot as well as current planning proposals and increased traffic projections. It was agreed that the Council would write to Robin Bennet to register our interest and support for the Bypass.

	45
	Footpaths
The council thanked former Parish Councillor Jaqi Mason for her work securing the footpaths at the Lock and on the airfield. The Clerk was asked to report that the cross field footpath was now overgrown and required cutting back.

	46
	Communication Policy
The development of a Communication Policy for the Parish is ongoing.

	47
	Environmental matters
Volunteers are required to walk the parish with Cllr McCulloch to determine whether the parish council should request that trees in the Parish should be made subject to Tree Preservation Orders by SODC.

	48
	Date of Next Meeting
25th September 2023.



