15/12/2025

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CLIFTON HAMPTON AND BURCOT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 15th DECEMBER 2025 
 

1/078 Present
Councillors: Vice-Chair: Kate Lowe (KL), Alex Seal (AS), Rory Maxwell (RM).

Clerks: Charlotte Ray
Oxford County Council:  Cllr Robin Jones – Absent
South Oxfordshire District Council: Cllr Sam Casey Rerhaye – Absent

Members of the public - 6

1/079 Apologies for absence:
Chair: Dougie Ansombe-Stephen (DAS), Svea Cheesman (SC), Paul Sanders (PS), Frank Doreau (FD).

1/080 Declaration of any relevant interests 
None 

1/081 Public questions, comments or representations. 
A resident raised a query regarding the legality of the meeting, noting that the agenda had not been displayed on the notice board in Burcot. The clerk responded by confirming that the meeting was indeed legal, as the agenda had been made available on the parish website at least three clear days prior to the meeting. The resident also shared concerns about the maintenance of the defibrillators, stating her belief that they should be serviced every six months. Drawing on her previous experience as a Parish Councillor, she mentioned having organised training sessions for both the Council and members of the public. She enquired whether the current Parish Council would be willing to arrange similar training. In response, the Parish Council agreed to include the topic on the agenda for discussion at the January meeting. Further, the resident enquired about the sound system, noticing that it was not currently in use. The Parish Council replied that the sound system had been utilised at the annual meeting but was not required for ordinary meetings. Finally, the resident asked about the signage at the Recreation Field, specifically whether dogs are permitted on the field and if a sign could be erected to clarify this. The Parish Council confirmed that they would investigate the matter and add it to the agenda for the next meeting if necessary.

A resident raised queries about the level of expenditure on the Wharf and the recreation field, seeking clarification from the Parish Council (PC) on the necessity of such spending. She asked whether local contractors from the village had been approached to undertake the works. In response, the PC confirmed that enquiries had indeed been made with relevant local contractors.
The PC further explained that maintenance spending had been paused since 2020, resulting in the Wharf becoming unusable and the recreation field requiring substantial remedial work. For instance, the removal of a willow tree from the river had incurred significant costs. The Council clarified that such expenditures were largely one-off requirements, which accounts for the seemingly high levels of spending. The resident also commented that the grass on the Wharf had been deliberately left long to support local wildlife, and she queried whether the PC had considered this approach. The Council agreed to take this into account and committed to considering the option of leaving certain areas uncut in future, to promote biodiversity. Finally, the resident asked about the Parish Council’s overall vision for the Wharf. The PC confirmed that the Wharf is intended to remain a green space for the benefit of the community, and that considerations regarding its management have incorporated specifications set out by the Gibbs estate.
Speeding remains a persistent concern on the A415, particularly within the village of Burcot. The installation of speed indication devices—signs displaying current vehicle speeds—has been suggested as a potential measure. There have been reports of vehicles traveling at excessive speeds, including cars observed at 90 mph and a truck seen this morning at 60 mph. Cllr Maxwell provided an update regarding collaboration with Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), highlighting a shared vision to transform the road into a calming route with a cycle lane, contingent on prioritisation and funding from the Beresfield developer. The variable speed limit sign is scheduled to be replaced by OCC, although no date has been confirmed at present. The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) has reiterated that community speed watch initiatives are the first line of response to speeding concerns. However, previous efforts were felt to be ineffective, as residents believed action was not taken by the Police Community Officer (PCO). The Parish Council (PC) indicated they will consider installing additional signage in the near term and are also reviewing the 40-mph speed limit. These matters will be revisited at the next meeting.


1/082 SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
Reports have not been received at present.

1/083 Minutes
Minutes from the Ordinary meeting held on 17th November 2025 were noted by the Cllrs present however as they were not at the last meeting did not feel it appropriate to sign so agreed to be signed at January’s meeting.

1/084 To receive a report from the Flood Committee.
A survey has been completed from Little Oaks to just past the shop, and drainage improvement work has been carried out on Watery Lane. A flood committee meeting will be organised in the new year.

1/085 To receive a Report from the Recreation Ground Committee.
The Recreation Ground Committee has made significant progress. Numerous sections of concrete have been removed, a skip has been filled already, and old matting has also been taken away.

1/086 To receive a report from the Amenities Working Party, including Traffic, Allotments & discuss VAS Speed sign.
VAS speed sign: OCC has agreed to replace it. If the replacement proves ineffective, the Parish Council will seek additional quotes and consider alternative options. Regarding the 40mph limit, a review has been requested with the intention of reducing it to 30mph. OCC Roads are currently unaware of repairs planned for CH Bridge. It has been proposed that the road near the bridge be resurfaced concurrently with the bridge closure. While the road has been surveyed and it has been agreed that resurfacing is necessary, confirmation is still pending as to whether this work will coincide with the bridge repairs. Residents expressed concerns regarding the footpath at the bridge feeling it requires urgent maintenance. The resident also commented that the hedge near the Barley Mow pub needs urgent attention. The PC confirmed that the Amenities Group will be consulted to determine responsibility for the hedge. Additionally, discussion regarding a second speed sign will be raised with the Amenities Group.


1/087 To receive a Report regarding the Environment.
Deferred to January’s meeting.
 
1/088 Planning:
To consider the following planning permissions:

· P25/S3614/FUL - Land between Burcot Farm, Burcot, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 3GW and Cowley Substation Blackberry Lane Oxford OX44 9BE. 
The application is for: Installation of an underground high voltage cable to support permitted solar development

Whilst any major civil works such as this have a temporary disturbing impact to the area that requires digging up, it is inevitable that this would have had to be done and would have been outlined in the initial proposal and subsequent approval of the solar farm.  Nothing in the application reads that whatever impact the planned works will have, have not been thoroughly considered and mitigated as much as possible, therefore there is no concern from the PC regarding this application.

·  P25/S2715/FUL - Cedar Gables, Burcot, Oxon, OX14 3DJ.
The application is for: Demolish existing dwelling and replace with a new 4 bedroom self-build dwelling. Construction of a new detached double garage.

The PC has no additional points to make related to this planning application.  It does note that there is alot of handwritten notes as part of the application, so would hope that these are made more clearer as part of the submission, but this falls into the domain/oversight of the planning team at District Council level. 

1/089 To discuss and approve the Precept request to be submitted to South Oxfordshire District Council for 2026/27.
At the October meeting, a draft budget was presented reflecting all transactions available to the Parish Council (PC). Public feedback was solicited, but none was received. Following discussions with the finance committee, it was determined that operating expenditures are approximately £24,000. It was recommended that the precept be increased to £24,000 to avoid reliance on reserves, which remains well below the average. This equates to £83 per household per year. The PC resolved to raise the precept to £24,000.
During the discussion regarding budget and staffing costs, a resident inquired whether the contractor responsible for grounds maintenance in CH could also offer equivalent services in Burcot. The PC agreed this will be considered.


1/090 Community Speed Watch Update.
Cllr Seal has proposed establishing a Community Speed Watch initiative. This program is considered a constructive initial step, as data collected can inform future actions and may serve to deter speeding. Following the completion of the HiF1 traffic calming measures on the A415 road and around the school in CH. Any requests directed to the Police must be supported by community-collected data; Cllr Seal has volunteered to lead this effort. All necessary equipment will be provided at no ongoing cost, though the Parish Council (PC) will need to supply folding signs and high-visibility vests for volunteers, as well as ensure appropriate insurance coverage is in place. Mandatory training will be required to use the equipment correctly. The PC will review insurance provisions with current providers. Support from the PC is requested, including posting advertisements in The Bridge magazine and on the PC website, purchasing signage and high-visibility vests, and covering the costs for volunteers to complete an online course. Three volunteers will need to participate at any one time.

The PC resolved to allocate £500 towards these costs and agreed to support the initiative. Three residents present at the meeting volunteered to help.


1/091 Notification of a TVP "Have your Say" session
Cllr Maxwell has extended invitations to Thames Valley Police to attend a Parish Council meeting; however, they have declined the invitation. Instead, they have confirmed their presence outside the village shop on 29th January from 11:00 to 11:30 am.

1/092 Post-HIF1 Joint Working Group with Long Wittenham.
During discussions about the A415, it was noted that OCC will be seeking community input regarding the future use of the bridge. One possibility is restricting the bridge to cyclists and pedestrians only. It was proposed to collaborate with Long Wittenham Parish Council on this matter— Cllr Lowe suggested inviting representatives from Long Wittenham to the January parish council meeting. A Cllr is needed to volunteer for this initiative; the decision has been deferred to January’s meeting.

1/093 Discuss the report of the district council’s Independent Remuneration Panel on the payment of allowances for parish and town councils.
Deferred to January’s meeting.

1/094 Finance
a) Payments below were approved:
	Oliver Bowden Invoices for November
	£68.50

	Clerk Salary for December including WFH allowance
	£754.37

	HMRC Employers NI due
	£164.00

	Simplicity Payroll - December Payroll
	£26.40

	Gill Peacock, Locum Clerk for administration of the Parish Council  
	£200.00

	Acorns Landscaping and gardening – Invoice for clearing the Wharf
	£675.00

	Joanne McManus – Bulbs for the Rec
	£21.96

	Elm Park Tree Services – Invoice for Tree work to the Wharf and Cricket Field
	£3,540.00

	Elm Park Tree Services – Invoice for additional tree work to the Wharf and Hedgerow at the Cricket Field
	£2,274.00

	Svea Cheeseman – Invoice for a lock for the Wharf
	£13.99

	Glasdon Invoice – Tamtorque power tool
	£21.74




1/095 To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960, Part 1, Section 1 (2) to exclude the public and press for discussion regarding a staffing matter, where publicity might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business.
The PC resolved to exclude members of the public and press.

1/096 Date of next Meeting.
The PC agreed future meetings will be the third Monday of every month. With the next meeting taking place on Monday 19th January at 7:30pm.

The meeting closed at: 20:24
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