MINUTES OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE MEETING

12th January 2026, at 7:30 PM in the pavilion on the recreation ground in Clifton Hampden.

Present: Cllrs Cheeseman and Doreau, Committee members Knott, Richardson, and McManus

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 & Section 106 of the Finance Act 1992 Members are reminded that it is their responsibility to declare any interests in items that are to be discussed at the meeting. 

MEETING AGENDA 
1. To note apologies for absence.
Cllr Seal, committee members Wood, and James

2. To receive any declarations of pecuniary interest and/or requests for dispensations from Members regarding any item on this agenda. 
There were no interests declared for any items on the agenda.

3. To receive a report about the recent swing removal.
· Volunteers from the village helped remove the swings under the guidance of local builder Nick Slate.
· The area is ready for the new playground equipment.
· Second skip is filled, but still at the parking area of the recreation ground.
· Will be picked up soon
· It was RESOLVED that Cllr Cheeseman shall propose to the parish council to give a gift hamper to Nick Slate for volunteering his work for 3 full days. 

4. To discuss updates on the financial report
· Cllr Cheeseman presented the spending so far:
i. Maintenance of the wharf and the rec through a tree surgeon and landscaper have cost the PC around 6,000£
ii. The removal of the swings amount to 864£
iii. We managed to secure the Cllr priority grant from OCC for the project over 1,000£.

5. To discuss updates on the grant:
· One of the playground companies gave us a conclusive list of grants that one can apply to. Sophie Knott to share the document with the rest of the committee.
· It was RESOLVED that we will finalise the quote for the final playground layout (see point 7) and use that quote to start grant applications as soon as possible. At the same time, we can buy and build part of the playground, covered by the 20k£ that was given to the project by the Parish council.

6. To discuss updates on ground maintenance
· Landscaper finished the work on both the rec and the wharf
· Little bramble bush behind the tennis court will need removal through landscaper, already discussed to be done without extra costs.
· Tree surgeon
· did the work that could be done without council approval
· Council  approval expected to be received soon, then the hedge line on the north end can be restored.

7. To discuss ideas for the redesign of the Play Area.
· The committee received quotes from several companies with a design proposition and associated costs
· Based on the proposals, changes to the design, extent and layout were discussed
· It was RESOLVED that Sophie Knott will get a revised quote to be discussed at the next meeting.

8. To discuss ideas for the wildflower garden.
· Jo McManus presented ideas for a wildflower garden in the area that’s currently not maintained, the committee agreed to her plans
· It was RESOLVED that Jo will take the next actions:
· Talk to the cricket club about the ideas, as they have to maintain the area.
· Collect quotes from different suppliers to get an idea of the budget needed
· Check whether the area has concrete fillings anywhere
· Turn over grass to prepare for the flower bed

9. To discuss the rules around dogs on the recreation ground. 
· There is currently no signage about dogs on the recreation ground
· The PC can ask for dogs not to enter or to be kept on the lead
· It was RESOLVED that dogs shall be allowed on the rec and are allowed off lead
· It was RESOLVED that the rec needs a dog bin and a litter bin, Cllr Cheeseman to follow up with the PC on the matter
· It was RESOLVED that Cllr Cheeseman investigates who’s liability it is if a there was an accident on the rec involving a dog.   


10. Date of next meeting.
It was RESOLVED that the next meeting date shall be on Monday, the 9th of February, 2026 at 7:30PM at the Cricket Club.


Signed by Cllr Svea Cheeseman 

Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee
