MINUTES OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE MEETING

9th February 2026, at 7:30 PM in the pavilion on the recreation ground in Clifton Hampden.

Present: Cllr Cheeseman, Committee members Knott, James, Wood and McManus

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 & Section 106 of the Finance Act 1992 Members are reminded that it is their responsibility to declare any interests in items that are to be discussed at the meeting. 

MEETING AGENDA 
1. To note apologies for absence.
Cllrs Seal, Dorau, committee member Richardson

2. To receive any declarations of pecuniary interest and/or requests for dispensations from Members regarding any item on this agenda. 
There were no interests declared for any items on the agenda.

3. To discuss updates on grants.
With the playground layout final, we are ready to start the application for grants. A subgroup has formed led by Nuala James.
It was RESOLVED that this team will create an overview of available grants with their requirements, volume and dates for the next meeting for the committee to review and prioritise.


4. To discuss the signage for the rec
After pushback from the public at the last PC meeting on the signage mention dogs only,  it WAS RESOLVED that the signage shall also contain information that the PC is maintaining the space, an email address for contact as well as a note to call an ambulance in the case of an emergency.
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Cheeseman will take the lead and present a new sign at the next PC meeting for approval by the PC.

5. To discuss updates on the ground maintenance
Ground maintenance is almost complete. The tree surgeons received the approval from SODC to remove the self-seeded trees that pushed the hedgeline forward into the grounds. The trees were removed and a stem grinder was on the rec to make sure they won’t regrow. A last step will be the mulching with a tractor, but it requires a dryer ground, so we will need to wait until the rain stopped. 

6. To discuss proposals for the redesign of the Play Area.
· The committee has agreed on a final layout and is ready to start with the grant applications.

7. To discuss ideas for the wildflower garden.
· Jo McManus presented more detailed ideas for a wildflower garden in the area that’s currently not maintained, the committee agreed to her plans.
· Jo also found a grant that could cover the costs.
· It was RESOLVED that the plans are presented to the rec stakeholders at the next meeting.


8. Date of next meeting.
It was RESOLVED that the next meeting date shall be on Monday, the 9th of March, 2026 at 7:30PM in the village hall. 
It was RESOLVED that we will invite all stakeholders of the recreation ground to discuss our plans. This includes the Gibbs Estate representatives, the cricket club, the social club, the scouts and the tennis club.


Signed by Svea Cheeseman

Svea Cheeseman
Chair of the recreation ground committee 
