MINUTES OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE MEETING

9th March 2026, at 7:30 PM in the Village Hall in Clifton Hampden.

Present: Cllr Cheeseman, Committee members Knott, James, Wood, and McManus

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 & Section 106 of the Finance Act 1992 Members are reminded that it is their responsibility to declare any interests in items that are to be discussed at the meeting. 

This meeting is to inform all stakeholders of the recreation ground about the plans of the recreation ground committee and to discuss next steps.

Stakeholders present
Chris – Jupiter
Ian – Cricket club
Morely – Cricket club
Dave - Scouts
Sarah – Tennis
Mariam - Tennis
Kate – Social club
Ollie – Village maintenance


MEETING AGENDA 
1. To note apologies for absence.
Cllr Seal

2. To receive any declarations of pecuniary interest and/or requests for dispensations from Members regarding any item on this agenda. 
There were no interests declared for any items on the agenda.

3. To welcome all stakeholders’ representatives: Tennis Club, Social Club, Cricket Club, Scouts, School, Gibbs Estate.
All representatives were present and were greeted. Unfortunately, no representative of the Gibbs Estate was able to attend the meeting.

4. Presentation of the Stakeholder Interview Results from August 2025 (Nuala James)
Nuala delivered a summary of the stakeholder’s meetings held, highlighting the trends and similarities in the results.

5. Presentation of the Village Survey results from 2025 (Svea Cheeseman)
Svea recapped the presentation already delivered at PC meeting last year on village survey results, setting the scene for the requirements and our order of priorities as a committee.


6. Overall plan presentation (Svea Cheeseman)
The Plan was presented. The committee initially focuses on a wildflower garden and the playground.

7. Playground Plan Presentation by Jupiter Play
Sophie presented a roundup of where we are, that we have obtained quotes from various other companies. We have decided Jupiter, due to materials used and LW and another local village used and are very happy. Clearance from village team – with thanks – so we have a clear space bar the small slide hut and one spring ride on toy. Having no play equipment makes us stronger for the grants as this is classed as ‘deprived’.

Chris, a Jupiter play representative presented the layout for CH’s planned playground. Passionate about delivering bright futures and innovative. Family run business around for 26 years.
· Innovation is award winning.
· Environment, sense of space, enthusiastic about being creative and pushing boundaries in the industry.
· Robinia material – 20-year warranty – 30–40-year life expectancy
i. Experience lasts longer than steel.
ii. Oils protect against rot and insect infestation.
iii. Rested for 3 years before use, to give opportunity to expand and contract, and if split it is not used.
Stainless steel cross-bolted
FSC Certified – all sourced sustainably.
No plastic
End of lifecycle it can be mulched and broken down – chips used to heat factory.
Inclusive spaces – design opportunity to play together irrespective of age and ability.
Share experiences together.
Different developmental skills 
Varying activities – spinning, rocking, balancing
Inspection – weekly visual
Quarterly test
Annual operational inspection – must be done by RPI inspector ROSPA etc – third party.
Alternative trail options available

8. Flower Garden plan presentation (Jo McManus)
Pollinator friendly
Working with Bob’s Evans family and bench area
Cricket club is happy for us to cover the concrete strip in woodchips.
Dave to pass Jo the younger children’s leaders’ number as help may tie into badges for Scouts/Beavers etc.



9. General discussion with Stakeholders: Dog Fouling, School utilization.
· Dog Fouling: Signs – to include please pick up otherwise we will have to revert back to ‘no dogs on rec’
· School
· Key code – use of toilets – Cricket club more than happy and will pass on code.
· Water – water is on a meter – so we discussed an annual ‘fee’ based on amount going to use.
· Drinking water – all water is on the mains and the tap outside the tea hut is therefore ok to use.
· Shed – if school would like to replace the blue shed, they can. Jo offered a plastic storage option she has if wanted.
· Rough timetable for use – so we can plan and make sure maintenance are aware.
· Current set up not ready for netball – Tennis club are happy for them to use it as Tennis. 

10. Maintenance discussion:

· Equipment requirements
Ian still happy to complete the cricket ground maintenance.
i. Tractor needs repairs.
ii. Circa £25,000 – tractor replacement, not brand new
iii. Cricket club - Looking at Tractor requirements and will send over a rough price and model.
· Inventory Audit for insurance.
i. There is nothing of value other than the playground that is owned by the PC and should hence be insured.
· Maintenance plan for playground, trees, and garden
i. Maintenance
1. Peter is happy to cut the grass where the tractor from the cricket club cannot reach.
2. He has strimmer and mower.
3. Happy to also do around the tennis court.

11. Any other business
Insurance
Scouts – insure building.
Cricket club – insures equipment and machinery.
Parish Council – Indemnity insurance and cricket club building

WhatsApp group
Set up users of the rec for things like line painting, general Qs and collaborative issue solving

Football nets
Look to improve
Nets are broken again as net is caught in the roller at the bottom
Broken nets cause issues where the ball ends up in the tennis court

New Gate
All stakeholders agreed:
New gate – current gate is beyond repair
Ian mentioned he knows local people who could help for quote

Cricket club – Youth team
Happy for children to use club if youth team wanted to be set up
Volunteers run currently, so it is tricky to get them to do more
Looked into youth team but found it difficult for support and attendees.
Dorchester started with help from Warbrough but lacked attendees so closed


Signed by Svea Cheeseman

Svea Cheeseman
Chair of the recreation ground committee 
